


 
 

 

    SHORELINES 
FALL 2024 

 

CITY OF FERRYSBURG     17520 Ridge Ave, PO BOX 38, FERRYSBURG, MI 49409 
We hope this newsletter finds you and your family well. The Monster Bash will be held Friday, October 25th from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. at City 

Hall in the gymnasium. The Fire Department’s annual Open House during Fire Prevention week will be held Monday, October 14 th from 6:00 

p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the Fire Barn located at the corner of 174th Ave & N. Shore Dr. City Hall lobby is currently open to the public from 8:00 

a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. A drop box is located near the entrance to City Hall. Residents are encouraged to use the drop box 

to make payments, drop off ballots, and for correspondence to City Council or staff. When using the drop box and you would like a receipt for 

a payment, please note on your payment remittance, and provide an email address and we will email you a receipt.  For those without access 

to email, a hard copy of the receipt will be mailed if you provide a self-addressed stamped envelope.  

 

 
Did you know you have access to public transportation right in your neighborhood? Harbor Transit provides on-

demand transportation that will come right to your home, and bring you to work, the doctor’s office, a restaurant, the 

grocery store – or wherever else you need to go. Take a ride for just $1.50 or less. If you’re a first-time rider, enjoy 

$3 ride credit on us! Call Harbor Transit at (616) 842-3200 to schedule a ride and claim your free ride credit or visit 

www.harbortransit.org.  
 

Presidential Election:  Tuesday, November 5 

The Presidential Election will be held on Tuesday, November 5th from 7:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m. Voting will take place at Ferrysburg City Hall, 

17520 Ridge Avenue. The ballot will include the Presidential Election with Democrat, Republican, and Independent and Third-Party candidates. 

Proposed Charter Amendments and a Bike Path Millage will also be on the ballot. Visit www.ferrysburg.org/city-clerk/ or  

www.miottawa.org/Departments/CountyClerk/Elections/ for more information on the election.  

 

Charter Amendments 

The City Council reviewed the current City Charter and approved placing nine (9) proposed Charter amendments before the voters at 

the 2024 Presidential Election. For a more detailed description visit www.ferrysburg.org/city-clerk/ and click “Proposed Charter 

Amendments” in the Elections 2024 box. 

Proposal 1: A Resolution to Amend the Ferrysburg City Charter to reduce the number of registered electors required for a nominating 

    petition in Section 3.7. 

Proposal 2: A Resolution to Amend the Ferrysburg City Charter to change the number of nominating petitions a person may sign in  

     Section 3.7. 

Proposal 3: A Resolution to Amend the Ferrysburg City Charter to remove the requirement that the City Clerk write the determination 

                    of the validity of the nominating petitions on the face of the nominating petition in Section 3.9.  

Proposal 4: A Resolution to Amend the Ferrysburg City Charter to require the City Clerk to contact any candidate whose petition is  

     found invalid or insufficient by personal messenger if possible and the City Clerk shall also attempt to contact said  

     candidate via telephone, text message, or email to ensure notification and permit any deficiency to be corrected within 5  

     calendar days of notification to the candidate in Section 3.9.  

Proposal 5: A Resolution to restate the Ferrysburg City Charter in gender neutral terms. 

Proposal 6: A Resolution to Amend the Ferrysburg City Charter to require an elected official take the oath of office before the start 

       of the first organizational meeting and an appointed official take the oath of office before the next scheduled meeting in 

     Section 4.31. 

Proposal 7: A Resolution to Amend the Ferrysburg City Charter to change the time for the organizational meeting of the city council 

    after a city election to 7:00 p.m. from 8:00 p.m. Section 4.5. 

Proposal 8: A Resolution to Amend the Ferrysburg City Charter to increase the compensation of City Council Members and the  

     Mayor in Section 4.16. 

Proposal 9: A Resolution to Amend the Ferrysburg City Charter to compensate the Mayor and City Council Members for attending 

     each of the bimonthly, regularly scheduled City Council Meetings in Section 4.16. 

 

Bike Path Millage 

Shall the limitation on the total amount of taxes which may be levied against property in the City of Ferrysburg, Ottawa County, 

Michigan, as provided for by Section 6 of Article IX of the Michigan Constitution of 1963, be increased up to the amount of $0.20 

per thousand dollars of taxable valuation (0.2000 mills) for a period of ten (10) years, 2024 through 2033, inclusive, for bike/walking 

path maintenance, and shall the City be authorized to levy said tax? The estimate of the additional taxes the City will collect if 0.2000 

mills is levied in 2025 is approximately $52,102. 

http://www.harbortransit.org/
http://www.ferrysburg.org/city-clerk/
http://www.miottawa.org/Departments/CountyClerk/Elections/
http://www.ferrysburg.org/city-clerk/


 
 

 

Election Updates 

 

Absentee Voter List 

After the November 5th, 2024, Presidential Election, the permanent absentee voter application mailing list will no longer be used. To 

receive an absentee ballot for future elections you must submit a new application for each election or opt into the permanent ballot 

mailing list.  You can apply by: 

In Person: 17520 Ridge Ave, Spring Lake, MI 49456. Speak with an administrator any time between 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Drop box: Use the City Hall drop box located at 17520 Ridge Ave, Spring Lake, MI 49456.  

Mail: Send your application via USPS, PO Box 38, Ferrysburg, MI 49409. 

Email: Upload and send your application to info@ferrysburg.org. 

Online: Apply through https://mvic.sos.state.mi.us/AVApplication/Index. 

 

Permanent Absentee Voter List 

How do I get added to the Permanent Absentee Voter List? The next time you fill out an application to vote, simply check 

the box next to the message that reads “Automatically send me an absent voter ballot for each future election for which I’m 

eligible”. 

What does it mean if I add myself to the Permanent Absentee Voter List? If you selected to add yourself to the Permanent 

Absentee Voter List, you will no longer have to fill out an application to receive an Absentee Ballot and will receive an 

Absentee Ballot for each future election. 

How do I remove myself from the Permanent Absentee Voter List? Provide a request in writing to your local clerk if you 

wish to be removed from the Permanent Absentee Voter List.  

 

Sending Check Payments to City Hall: To help our City Staff properly process your resident or business check payments, whether by mail or 

through online bill payment via your bank, please ensure the following information is included on the check: 

 

 1.Made out to the City of Ferrysburg 

2.Correct account number 

For Tax payments: Parcel number – example 70-03-xx-xxx-xxx 

For Water payments: Water service number – example  

WSLR-0XXXXX-0000-01   

3.Your phone number   

 

Your account numbers for tax and water payments can be found on your bill statement. 

  

An example check is pictured to the right.      

 

Payments 

The City of Ferrysburg will only accept the U.S. Postal Service postmark when determining if a payment is received on time. Postage meter, pre-

stamped envelopes, and those without a postmark will be considered late payments when received after the due date. The City offers an automatic 

payment program and a drop box at City Hall. Payments can also be made online on our website at www.ferrysburg.org/payments/. You may 

obtain our Automatic Payment form from our website at www.ferrysburg.org under the Forms & Information tab or contact us at (616) 842-5803 

for further information.   

 

Fall Street Edge Leaf Collection Coming!  

The City’s street edge leaf collection program will begin soon. All City residents are encouraged to take advantage of the pickups that will be 

provided at no cost to our residents. While this program is intended to pick up loose leaves, crews will accept bagged leaves in paper bags only. 

Paper bags are available for purchase at City Hall for 5/$2.00. All other types of bags will be left at the curbside and will be the responsibility 

of the property owner to dispose of them in a method other than land filling or burning. Please rake leaves as close as possible to the street or 

curb and have them out for pick up by 8:00 a.m. Monday, November 4th.  

 

There will be 3 weeks of leaf collection: 

11/4 to 11/8 

11/11 to 11/15 

11/18 to 11/22 

 

Leaves 

Ferrysburg residents may place leaves in paper bags on the west side of the Public Works Building located at 545 Maple.  Please do not place 

material other than leaves in the bags.   

 

Burning 

The burning of leaves, yard waste, and brush in Ferrysburg is prohibited. The burning of trash and waste building material is also prohibited. 

 

 

 

mailto:info@ferrysburg.org
https://mvic.sos.state.mi.us/AVApplication/Index
http://www.ferrysburg.org/payments/
http://www.ferrysburg.org/


 
 

 

Brush Pick-Up 

Brush pick-up will be the week of October 14th for addresses WEST of US-31 and the week of October 21st for addresses EAST of US-31. 

Visit www.ferrysburg.org/city-wide-brush-pick-up/ for more detailed information and rules for brush pick-up. 

 

Lawn Maintenance 

The City of Ferrysburg is committed to environmental stewardship and compliance with regulations set forth by the U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA) and Michigan Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) regarding storm water. To help protect our local bodies 

of water, please avoid blowing grass clippings or leaves into the street, as they can be carried into the city’s storm water sewer system and 

discharge into the lake. Please sweep up clippings from paved areas and dispose of them properly. Do note that the city has enacted an ordinance 

that prohibits the use of phosphorus-based fertilizer on existing lawns.   

 

This fall and winter, practice Stormwater BMPs to prevent and reduce water pollution in stormwater runoff! 

Best Management Practices (BMPs) are structural, vegetative, or managerial practices used to treat, prevent, and reduce water pollution in 

stormwater runoff. Stormwater runoff is generated from rain and snowfall that does not soak into the ground. This stormwater flows into 

drains that travel directly to local waterbodies.  

Wash your car at the car wash where there are sanitary sewers and the water is treated, unlike residential sewers. 

Keep storm drains clear of debris and trash. 

Use phosphorus-free fertilizer (or don’t use any!). 

Shovel first and salt second during the snowy months (or no salt at all!). Grass and plants act as natural filters and reduce runoff that travels 

directly into storm drains. 

Do not put anything in a storm drain, only rain should go down the drain! 

 

For more information on BMPs, pollution solutions, and green cleaning products, visit www.LGROW.org/stormwaterintro.  

 

Signs: The Zoning Ordinance permits two (2) temporary yard signs, each no larger than 6 square feet, under the following conditions: 

Election Periods: Signs may be displayed from 45 days before an election until 10 days after the election 

Property Sales: Signs are permitted when a property is listed for sale until the closing date 

Building Permits: Signs may be displayed from the time the Building Permit is issued until final approval is received 

 

Outside of these circumstances, residents are permitted to display one (1) temporary sign no larger than 6 square feet. 

 

Smith’s Bridge: Smith’s Bridge is included in the State’s Bridge Bundle Program and MDOT is expected to award the bid to replace the bridge 

in June of 2026. 

 

168th Avenue: 168th Avenue is scheduled to be repaved in Spring of 2025. Total project cost is estimated at $1,471,050.00. The City will 

receive a $450,000.00 grant from MDOT for this project. 

 

Residential Holiday Decoration Contest 

Nominate a home for the Residential Holiday Decoration Contest in Ferrysburg by completing the contest form 

found on www.ferrysburg.org/forms-information/ under “Miscellaneous”. Please email a completed form to 

info@ferrysburg.org, return a hard copy to City Hall, or fill out a hard copy at City Hall by Thursday, December 

12th. Nominations must be within the City of Ferrysburg. The top three (3) winners from 2023 are not eligible for 

this year’s contest.  
 

Carol Sing 

Join us for the annual “Caroling in the Park” on Saturday December 14th at 6:00 p.m. at William Ferry Park, 110 Pine Street. Gather 

around a bonfire with hot chocolate, donut holes, and Santa Claus. 
 

Openings: Ferrysburg Fire Department 

The City of Ferrysburg is looking for a few good men and women who are interested in a unique and rewarding opportunity to serve their 

community. The Ferrysburg Fire Department is a volunteer Fire Department and is always accepting applications. You must be at least 18 years 

old, a high school graduate, have a valid driver’s license, and be able to respond to fires at any time of the day. Firefighting experience is a plus 

but not a requirement.  

 

Firefighter Information Meeting  

Did you know firefighters get paid? Have you wondered what is involved in becoming a firefighter, or how much time is required? On Tuesday, 

October 8th at 7:00 p.m. join the Fire Department for a Q&A session to learn about the job, time commitment, and training. The meeting includes 

a brief overview of the fire department, its operations, and training requirements, as well as a station tour and equipment demo. The meeting will 

be located at the Fire Barn on the corner of 174th Ave and N. Shore Rd, lasting about an hour. No reservation or sign up required.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.ferrysburg.org/city-wide-brush-pick-up/
http://www.lgrow.org/stormwaterintro
http://www.ferrysburg.org/forms-information/
mailto:info@ferrysburg.org


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ottawa Sands Grand Re-opening 

All are invited to celebrate the Grand Re-opening of the Ottawa 

Sands on October 17th, 2024, from 4:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at 

18280 N. Shore Dr, Ferrysburg, MI 49456. The ribbon cutting 

will begin at 4:30 p.m. Enjoy guided tours, learn about 

ecological restoration, and a Q&A with the staff. Please RSVP 

by October 10th, 2024, by emailing ocparks@miottawa.org. The 

event will happen rain or shine!  
 

Trash Containers: The City Code regulates trash containers in 

front of a yard 6:00 p.m. the day before pickup and to be removed 

by 7:00 p.m. the day of collection.  

 

Smoke Detector Safety: Have you recently checked the 

batteries in your smoke detector and carbon monoxide detector? 

Are your detectors working properly? If you have answered 

“NO” or if you are not sure how to answer, the Ferrysburg Fire 

Department can help! Call Ferrysburg City Hall at (616) 842-

5803 to schedule an appointment. A member of the Ferrysburg 

Fire Department will contact you to confirm a time and day to 

check your smoke detector “free of charge”. 

 

Fire Hydrants: If you live near a fire hydrant, we ask that you 

“adopt a fire hydrant” and keep snow shoveled away from it 

during the winter season. Doing so will save valuable time when 

the use of a hydrant is needed during an emergency. 

 

Address Numbers: Time is of the essence when emergency 

personnel are responding to an incident. The Michigan 

Residential Building Code requires address numbers to be 

visible from the street and not less than four (4) inches in height. 

Numbers are not to be spelled out. Where the building address 

cannot be viewed from the public way, a monument or pole shall 

be used to identify the structure.  

 

Opportunities – City Commissions & Boards 

Positions are available on the Recreation Commission, the 

Beautification Commission, and the Construction Board of 

Appeals. If you would like more information or would be interested 

in applying, contact the City Clerk at (616) 842-5803. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Meetings  

City Council meets the 1st and 3rd Mondays at 7:00 p.m. 

Planning Commission meets the 1st Thursday at 7:00 p.m. 

Zoning Board of Appeals meets the 2nd Thursday at 7:00 p.m. 

Beautification Commission meets the 2nd Monday at 6:30 p.m. 

Recreation Commission meets 3rd Thursday at 5:30 p.m. 

Kitchel Lindquist Hartger Commission meets the 3rd Tuesday at 6:30 

p.m. 

Other Boards and Commission meet on an irregular schedule. 

Phone:   (616) 842-5803 

Fax:   (616) 844-0200 

E-mail:  info@ferrysburg.org 

Website:  www.ferrysburg.org 

Office hours:   8 am-5 pm, Monday-Friday 

Police Dept. Admin  8 am-5 pm, M-F (616) 215-1595 

Police Services  1-800-249-0911 

(non-emergency) 

 

For a water, sewer, or street emergency after office hours, call 616-

994-7850. 

 

City Council 

Term expires Nov. 2025:              Term expires Nov. 2027: 

Richard Carlson, Mayor              Will Montgomery 

Debbie Murdoch               Jerry Sias 

Bill Cate                      Mike Dewitt  

Jake Stearley 

City Staff 

City Manager   Craig Bessinger 

Clerk/Treasurer            Amber Schaner 

Public Serv. Supt.    Matt Schindlbeck 

Public Serv. Tech.   Tom Miller 

Public Serv. Tech.   Len VanderJagt 

Public Serv. Tech.   Karl Rowland 

Public Serv. Tech   Tyler Bradtmueller 

Public Serv. Tech   Jeremy Goryl 

Fire Chief                    Mike Olthof 

Police Sergeant           Sgt. Jon Knott  

Building Insp.   George Dood 

Zoning Adm.   Craig Bessinger 

Assessor     Heather Singleton 

Admin. Assistant   Mary Ramoie 

Admin. Assistant   Kathy Lager 

mailto:ocparks@miottawa.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

City of Ferrysburg 
 

                             
 

 

Automatic Payment Program 
Utilities/Tax Billing 

 
 

City of Ferrysburg 
P.O. Box 38 

Ferrysburg, MI 49409-0038 
 

(616) 842-5803 
(616) 844-0200 fax 



The City of Ferrysburg now accepts voluntary Automatic Bill 

Payments for utility and/or property tax bills.  Once you enroll in 

the program, your bills will be paid directly from your checking 

account.  Payments will be drawn from your account on the 

scheduled payment date. 

 

There are several benefits to enrolling in the Automatic Bill 

Payment Program. 

 

* Payments are not delayed or lost in the mail. 

 

* Utility and/or Property Tax bills are paid on time. 

 

* Late charges are eliminated. 

 

* Bills are paid while you are out of town, on vacation or gone       

for the winter season. 

 

* Automatic Bill Payment is simple to initiate. 

 

To enroll in the Automatic Bill Payment program, complete the 

Automatic Payment Enrollment Form on the next page.  Please fill 

out the Property Tax ID# if you want your tax bill automatically 

paid and fill out the Utility Account # if you want your utility bill 

automatically paid.  Please return the form with a voided check 

(account verification) to: 

 

City of Ferrysburg 

P.O. Box 38 

Ferrysburg, MI 49409-0038 

 

If you have any questions, please contact the City Clerk/Treasurer 

at (616) 842-5803, Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

 

The Automatic Bill Payment program will begin with the 

printing of your next utility and/or property tax bill. 

 

Authorization for Automatic Bill Payment 

 

I,  _________________________ authorize my bank to make 

utility and/or property tax payments directly to the City of 

Ferrysburg and post them to my bank account.  Such payments 

shall be equal to the amount shown on the utility and/or property 

tax bill and payable on the scheduled payment date.  Adjusting 

entries to correct errors are also authorized.  It is agreed that 

these withdrawals and adjustments may be made electronically 

and under the Rules of the Michigan Automated Clearing House 

Association.   This authorization will remain in effect until 

written notice of termination is given to the City of Ferrysburg. 

 

Name (as shown on bill) _____________________________ 

Service Address ____________________________________ 

Mailing Address ____________________________________ 

City/State/Zip ______________________________________ 

Daytime Phone _____________________________________ 

Email Address _____________________________________ 

Utility Account # ___________________________________ 

Property Tax ID# ____70-____________________________ 

Winter Tax Bill to be paid:       Dec 31           Feb 14 

Bank Name ________________________________________ 

Bank Address _______________________________________ 

Bank Routing # _____________________________________ 

Bank Account # _____________________________________ 

  Checking (Attach a voided check from a checking account) 

 

Signature __________________________ Date ___________ 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Boards and 
Commissions 

City of Ferrysburg 
 
 
 
 
 
 

City of Ferrysburg 
PO Box 38 

17290 Roosevelt Road 
Ferrysburg, MI 49409 

616-842-5803 
www.ferrysburg.org  

http://www.ferrysburg.org/


 
 
 

Beautification Commission 
 
The commission reviews potential City 
beautification projects and makes 
recommendations to the City Council. 
 
 

Board of Review 
 
The board reviews the annual property 
assessment rolls which are prepared by the City 
Assessor.  The board hears appeals of property 
assessments filed by property owners during 
several days in March.  The board also meets 
briefly in July and December to correct errors 
on the assessment rolls. 
 
 

Brownfield Redevelopment Authority 
 
The authority promotes the revitalization of 
environmentally distressed areas, to facilitate 
the implementation of Brownfield plans relating 
to the designation and treatment of Brownfield 
Redevelopment zones. 
 
 

Coast Guard Festival Committee 
 
The committee sponsors and administers the 
annual Coast Guard Festival. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Kitchel-Lindquist-Hartger Dunes Preserve 
Committee Board 

 
The board oversees the operation and 
maintenance of the 115-acre Dunes Preserve 
which is located on Grand Haven’s North Shore. 
 
 
North Ottawa Community Hospital Non-Profit 

Board/Authority Board 
 
This board oversees the operations of North 
Ottawa Community Hospital located in Grand 
Haven.  The authority board oversees the 
payment of debt service on bonds issued for the 
hospital. 
 
 

Planning Commission 
 
The commission focuses on land use issues, 
maintains a Land Use Plan, and reviews and 
recommends Zoning Ordinance regulations, 
changes, applications for zoning district 
changes, development plans, site plans, and 
special uses. 
 
 

Recreation Commission 
 
The commission advises the City Council 
regarding recreation programs and recreation 
facilities, and maintains a Parks and Recreation 
Plan which addresses community needs. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Spring Lake Lake Board 
 
This board recommends projects to improve 
Spring Lake, and implements projects approved 
by the governmental units surrounding Spring 
Lake. 
 

Youth Advisory Council 
 
The Ferrysburg Youth Advisory Council is an 
opportunity for students to represent their 
concerns and interests to City Council.  This 
opportunity to be involved in City government 
will be a educational and foster good citizen 
ship, leadership and planning skills. 
 

Zoning Board of Appeals 
 
The board is responsible for interpreting the 
Zoning Ordinance, and for reviewing and 
deciding requests for variances from the 
requirements of the Zoning Ordinance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

THE CONNIE LINDQUIST TRAIL 
 
This trail has three notably significant natural community occurrences: 
Open Dune, Interdunal Wetland and Great Lakes Barrens.  
 
Guidepost #1: This is an Open Dune community consisting of species 
which can survive in blowing sands.  Noticeable here are eastern 
cottonwood (Populus deltoides), furry willow (Salix cordata), red osier 
dogwood (Cornus stolonifera), native dune grasses, Hairy puccoon 
(Lithospermum caroliniense) and sand cherry (Prunus pumila). To your 
left, notice the erosion caused by people climbing the fragile dune.  Please 
do not contribute to the erosion by climbing the dunes! 
 
Guidepost #2: The red-stemmed red osier dogwood, which is sometimes 
known by its Native American name, red willow, exists in large numbers 
in this area. Here you will notice clumps of the native grass little bluestem 
(Schizachyrium scoparium), which is particularly beautiful during the fall 
and winter months. The presence of the segmented plant, horsetail 
(Equisetum hyemale), indicates that more moisture is available here as the 
trail enters an intermittent Interdunal Wetland community. 
 
Guidepost #3: You are standing before an intermittent interdunal pond 
that provides wet areas supporting rushes (Juncus spp.), sedges (Carex 
spp.), and insects and amphibians. You  may also observe brook lobelia 
(Lobelia kalmii), horned bladderwort (Utricularia 
cornuta), and nodding ladies'-tresses (Spiranthes 
cernuua).    
 
Guidepost #4: This is an interesting area because several 
plant communities merge here. On your right is the high 
wooded Kitchel Dune with sassafras (Sassafras albidum), 
red oak (Quercus rubra) and eastern hemlock (Tsuga 
canadensis) trees of a dry Mesic Forest. On your left, the jack pines 
(Pinus banksiana) are typical evidence of combined Great Lakes Barrens 
and Transitional Hardwood communities. 
 
Guidepost #5: Within this mixed community, two species of juniper are 
evident along the trail.  The upright tree-shaped juiper is red cedar 
(Juniperus virginiana), and the shrub-type juniper is called common 
(Juniperus communis) or ground juniper.  Juniper berries have long been 
used as a flavoring and are also food for wildlife. 
 
Guidepost #6: At this guidepost, you will see a change in forest type. The 
dry Mesic Forest gives way to a Pine Forest.  
 
Guidepost #7: On both sides of the trail, you will notice pines with 
needle-tufted branches and trunks. These are pitch pines 
(Pinus rigida), a non-native pine, which may have been 
planted with another non-native Scotch pine (Pinus 
sylvestris), in 1941 during an effort to stabilize the dunes. 
This conservation project also included red pine (Pinus 
resinosa) and jack pine, both Michigan natives.                                       
Guidepost #8: In this area, you will notice many bent 
and broken jack pines. Jack pines are fairly short-lived 
trees. The decaying trunks and branches provide nutrients 
to the sandy soil and allow other plant communities to 
establish themselves. 
 
Guidepost #9: Marram grass (Ammophilia brevilgulata) is the most 
important sand stabilizing plant found in the dunes. The ridge in the 
distance is being reclaimed by this grass which will hold the sand and 

Raccoon 

THE MARJORIE HENDRICKS TRAIL 
 
This trail is named for Marjorie Hendricks, whose tireless 
efforts and expertise made it possible to save these dunes from 
development in the early 1970s.  It meanders through the 
dunes along the north bank of the Grand River. This part of 
the Kitchel-Lindquist-Hartger Dunes Preserve contains 
numerous remnants of early settlements. 
 
Guidepost #1: This trail begins in a flat, sandy area planted 
with native and non-native conifers. Grand Haven Rotarians 
purchased and planted these trees in the late 1980s. From here, 
the trail angles in a southwesterly direction toward the Grand 
River.  Several early settlements were located here on the 
north shore of the river, and consequently, this area has been 
disturbed a great deal over the years. Regardless of its history 
of human habitation, you should be able to find some native 
plants which may have grown here hundreds of years ago. 
 
Plants to look for along the trail are:  
• Eastern cottonwood trees were called "rustling trees" by 

Native Americans who were the original settlers of this area. They 
are one of the first trees to be able to survive in the sandy, dry soil of 

Nodding 
 Ladies’- 
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TRAIL GUIDE 

White-tailed Deer 

Sassafras 

Juniper  

Skunk 

allow other species to take root. 
 
Guidepost #10: Sand cherry is an important dune stabilizing shrub found 

in the open dune areas of Kitchel Lindquist Hartger 
Dunes. You will notice its graceful black branches semi-
reclining, sometimes half buried, on the hillside near this 
post. Its fragrant white flowers in May are followed by 
dark purple fruit in summer. 
 
Guidepost #11: Oaks are divided into two groups: red 
oaks which have leaves with bristle-tipped lobes, and 
white oaks (Quercus alba), which have leaves with 
rounded lobes. This tree is a red oak which, along with 

the black oak (Quercus velutina), is a member of the red oak group. Oaks 
often follow pines in the successional process. As organic matter builds up 
and fertility increases, oaks may be replaced by more shade tolerant 
American beech (Fagus grandifolia) and maple (Acer spp.). 
 
Guidepost #12: This sassafras tree, with its distinctive mitten-shaped 
leaves, has been used to flavor beverages and medicines and is one of the 
most colorful trees found in the dunes during autumn. Although often 
rather small and shrubby, several large specimens of sassafras can be 
found in the preserve. 
 
From this point, you may retrace your steps on the Connie Lindquist Trail, 
or continue on across the road to the Marjorie Hendricks Trail. 

Red Osier 
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THE HAROLD V. HARTGER TRAIL 
 

This trail was created in 2007 as an Eagle Scout project by Steven Trier of 
Troop 37, and sponsored by Spring Lake Presbyterian Church. 
 
Please notice that much of this trail is not defined by a path which could 
damage the special plant communities here, but rather by clearly visible trail 
markers. We expect that you will enjoy the unique vegetation to be found 

along this trail by stepping between the individual plants. 
 
The trail begins at the west end of the boardwalk adjacent to 
the Berwyck Street parking area. After running parallel along 
Berwyck Street, the trail heads north and down a slope into 
an area of Open Dunes, characterized by blowing sand and a 
scarcity of plant life. The trail passes several dry intermittent 
Interdunal Wetlands. These wetlands develop in depressions 
formed by wind action on open dunes and are dependent on 
rainfall and the level of Lake Michigan. 
 
You can recognize these presently dry wetlands by the 
distinct difference in vegetation. Interdunal Wetlands are 

dominated by grasses, sedges, and rushes. When moist, these 
wetlands are often surrounded by shrubs and young trees, and 

offer a wide diversity of wildflowers. 
 
Many animals travel through here which makes this part of the trail an 
especially good place to look for footprints and to try to identify these 
visitors. You may also notice the perfectly round wolf spider (Hogna 
aspersa) holes in the sand. 
 
After some distance, the trail leads up a dune to the top of a dune ridge. This 
is the highest point on the trail and offers a view of the western portion of 
the Preserve. 
 
After descending the stairway, the trail crosses more open dunes and 
continues north through Great Lakes Barrens, notable for jack pine, northern 
white cedar (Thuja occidentalis), eastern red cedar, and cottonwood, hairy 
puccoon, and false heather (Hudsonia tomentosa).  Again, please notice the 
many tracks of birds and mammals. 
 
Next the trail turns east, entering an area of planted pines, and follows an 
old logging trail through the trees. After enjoying the protection of the shade 
and listening to songs of the many birds here, the trail crosses a small 
Interdunal Wetland and joins the Connie Lindquist Trail. 
 
At this point, you have two options. You can turn right (southwest) on the 
Connie Lindquist Trail which will return you to the Outdoor Classroom and 
parking area. Or you can go left (northeast) on the Connie Lindquist Trail 

which will take you to its end. At that point, you can 
either retrace your steps or continue across the drive on 
to the Marjorie Hendricks Trail, which is a loop trail that 
leads to the Grand River. 
 

 

False Heather 

 

the dunes, and they help to stabilize the dunes.  
• Hairy puccoon bloom in midsummer. Look for bouquets of bright 

yellow flowers held upright in dry sand. 
• Baltic rush (Juncus balticus), with round stems, extends its growth 

in a straight line. It looks as if someone placed a ruler on the 
ground to show it where to pop up through the soil.  

• Little bluestem grass grows in clumps and blooms in the late 
summer. It is one of the most beautiful native grasses. 

• Blue-eyed-grass (Sisyrinchium angustifolium) has a bright blue 
flower atop each stem. Look for the flowers in late June in moist 

areas.  
• Nodding ladies'-tresses, a member of the orchid family, 
is found in late summer. Look for tiny white orchid flowers 
on a slender stem. 
 
Guidepost #2: Wildlife appreciates this open area with its 
adjacent cover. Look for various tracks as you walk toward 
the shore of the Grand River, and don't be surprised by an 

occasional family of Wild Turkey heading for shrubbery when they see 
you! 
 
Guidepost #3: This deep bay in the river has been formed in the last 20 
years by waves eroding the shoreline. Each year, the Preserve loses more 
sand due to natural current and heavy boat traffic on the river. The 
pleasure boats and freighters generate waves which rebound on rip rap 
downstream and on the concrete seawalls on the opposite shore.  The 
pilings you see in the river remain from use many years ago 
as part of fishing boat docks. Next, the trail crosses the right-
of-way for a city water pipeline which serves the north bank 
communities.  Then the trail continues to meander, roughly 
paralleling the Grand River and skirting several small 
wetlands. 
 
Guidepost #4: This area is several hundred feet west of 
where the depot of the Detroit, Grand Haven, & Milwaukee 
Railroad was located in the mid-nineteenth century. The 
depot was moved to the other side of the river about 1871, but 
fishing shanties and cottages remained here for many years.  
As the level and course of the river fluctuates, remains of the former 
settlement occasionally become visible.  Notice the plaque beside the 
trail that displays historical information. 
 
Guidepost #5: Bluffs overlook the Grand River. Looking back, one may 
see the heavily wooded Kitchel Dune to the northwest, and to the north 
is Dewey Hill, the location of Grand Haven's Musical Fountain. Ahead 
are two boardwalk pathways which lead you down to the river shore. 
When the trail continues, it begins to loop back toward the beginning, 
passing through open dunes, wetlands, and wooded areas. 
 
Guidepost #6: Stop and rest on the wildlife viewing deck built in 1993 
as an Eagle Scout project by local scout Marty Neidlinger.  
 
Guidepost #7: Here you have a choice of going back to take another 
look at the Grand River or walking a short distance to the parking area 
and across the road to the Connie Lindquist Trail. 

Short-tailed Shrew 

Blue-eye 
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A Brief History of the Preserve 
 

1971: Constance and Gerald Lindquist along with Harold Hartger  
           donated 60 acres of Lake Michigan sand dunes on Grand Haven’s  
           north shore to The Nature Conservancy for scientific and educa- 
           tional  purposes. 
1974: Grand Haven voters overturned the zoning change necessary for a  

subdivision planned for 52 acres of dunes adjacent to the 
           original property. W

ith help from
 The Nature Conservancy, a  

            local environm
ental group purchased the dunes from

 the devel- 
            opers and nam

ed the property Kitchel Dunes in honor of the  
            late Dr. John H. Kitchel, a local physician and conservationist. 
1980: The Connie Lindquist Trail was designed and built with help  
            from

 The Nature Conservancy. 
1989:  A Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Grant allowed the     
            City of Ferrysburg to acquire the Kitchel Dunes. The Kitchel  
            Dunes and the Lindquist Dunes were com

bined to form
 the  

            Kitchel-Lindquist Dunes Preserve. The grant required that the  
            Preserve be kept in its natural state in perpetuity. Later that   
            sam

e year, Governor Jam
es J. Blanchard signed the Michigan  

            Sand Dune Protection Act into law in a cerem
ony at the  

            Preserve. 
1994: In Septem

ber, the Berwyck Street parking lot was built with  
            local contributions and a DNR Coastal Zone Managem

ent  
            Grant. 
1998:  A North Bank Com

m
unities Fund grant enabled the Preserve  

            Com
m

ittee to train docents for a program
 that now brings 

             hundreds of students to the Preserve to study dune ecology. 
2000: The Marjorie Hendricks Trail was built and dedicated. Also,  
            Mrs. Marjorie McInerney donated three adjacent lots to the    
            Preserve. 
2001-02:  Dr. Mary Kitchel donated a m

ajor portion of the funds to  
            build a restroom

 and shelter. Along with local donations, the  
            Dr. Mary S. Kitchel Outdoor Classroom

 was com
pleted and  

            dedicated on Septem
ber 22, 2002. 

2005: Bill Martinus published a Natural Features Inventory of the  
            Dunes Preserve.  He also later published an inventory of 
            Bryophytes and lichens.  (Copies of both of these studies are  
            available at Ferrysburg City Hall.) 
2007: The Harold V. Hartger Trail was designed and built as an Eagle 
            Scout project. The cost of m

aterials was underwritten by the  
            newly established Marjorie M. Hendricks Environm

ental  
            Education Fund. 
2012: The Mary "Mem

e" vandenBerg Fund was established at the  
            Grand Haven Area Com

m
unity Foundation to provide annual  

            funds for the Preserve. 
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The GPS location of the Kitche-Lindquis -Hartger Dunes Preserve is:   
20001 Berwyck St. on Grand Haven’s north shore. 
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CITY PARKS 
 

Coast Guard Park:  Located 1 mile west of 

174th Street off North Shore Road.  This park 

offers baseball and soccer fields, basketball 

courts, tennis courts, picnic shelter, play area, 

dog park, restrooms, grills and picnic tables.   

 

Dog Park:  The City provides an enclosed area 

for dogs to run.  This is located at the west end 

of Coast Guard Park and is open to the public. 

 

Ferrysburg Nature Preserve:  Located on 

Dogwood Drive just west of Mohawk Drive this 

40-acre site sits north of the South Holiday Hills 

Subdivision.   This is a passive park that contains 

no development.    

 

Fire Barn Park:  Located at the corner of North 

Shore Road and 174th Avenue adjacent to the fire 

department.   This park offers baseball fields, 

basketball courts, play area, restrooms, grills and 

picnic tables.   

 

Kitchel-Lindquist-Hartger Dunes Preserve:  

Located on Berwyck Street off North Shore 

Drive.  This 114-acre nature preserve offers great 

nature trails through protected dune land 

adjacent to the Grand River.  Trail maps and a 

shelter are available on site. 

 

Mike Herman Memorial Field:  Located on 

Hiawatha Drive this location offers soccer, 

kickball, baseball, volleyball, basketball fields 

and tennis courts.  Parking is provided.  Port-a-

Jon is available. 

 

Wm. Ferry Park:  Located on Pine Street along 

the Grand River.  This park offers a play area, 

restroom, grills, picnic shelter and picnic tables.   

It is adjacent to biking trails leading into the City 

of Grand Haven, Village of Spring Lake, and is a 

trail head around the Spring Lake bayou.  

 

 

 

Sunnyside Park:  Located at West 

Spring Lake Road and Valley City 

adjacent to the bike path.  This park 

offers a play area, restroom, picnic 

tables. 

 

We do not accept reservations for city 

parks. 

 

COUNTY PARK 
 

North Beach Park:  Located on the 

shore of Lake Michigan off North Shore 

Road.  This park is operated by the 

Ottawa County Parks and Recreation 

Department.  Reservations can be made 

for use of the picnic shelter by contacting 

Ottawa County Parks and Recreation 

Department at (616) 738-4810.  Entrance 

fees apply. 

 

North Ottawa Dunes:  Located 1 mile 

west of 174th Street off North Shore 

Road.  The 500 acres of prestige dune 

land provides beautiful scenic trails 

through the natural dunes formed from 

Lake Michigan.  The trail head and 

parking area is located inside the 

entrance to Coast Guard Park. 

 

Ottawa Sands: From US-31, take the 

Ferrysburg exit west on to 3rd Street to 

North Shore Drive. Turn west on North 

Shore and travel just over 1 mile to the 

Ottawa Sands entrance (a tenth of a mile 

west of City of Ferrysburg's Coast Guard 

Park). Overflow parking is available at 

North Beach Park (lot not plowed in the 

winter) and Coast Guard Park. 
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BRUSH PICK UP 
 

City crews will pick up brush in April, June, 

August, and October.  The following rules 

apply to all brush: 

 

1.   Each address will be limited to 10 minutes.        

As a general rule, if it takes you 10 minutes 

to stack your brush at the street edge, it will 

take 10 minutes to chip it. 

 

2.   Brush must be stacked with the cut ends all 

in the same direction. 

 

3.   All non-brush items and improperly placed 

brush will not be chipped.   

 

4.    During the second full week of the month, 

crews will pick up brush west of US-31.  

During the third full week of the month, 

crews will pick up brush east of US-31. 

 
West of US-31 includes: 

 

174th Avenue  Lane Avenue 

Second Street  Maiden Lane 

Third Street  Maple Street 

Fifth Street-west  Maryland 

Alpine Avenue  Meadow Wood Road 

Beech Street  Michigan Avenue 

Bramer Lane  Mohawk Drive 

Cambridge Drive  Navaho Drive 

Carmen Drive  Park Place Circle 

Cherokee Court  Parkwood Drive 

Cherokee Drive  Piney Point Drive 

Connie Drive  Ridge Avenue 

Country Lane  Roosevelt Road 

Dogwood Drive  North Shore Drive 

Dunewood Court  North Shore Estates 

Dustin Drive  North Shore Road 

Evergreen Street  Sunset Trail 

Grandview Drive  Woodbridge Road 

Hiawatha Drive  Woodvale Blvd. 

Hidden Dunes Lane Yuma Court 

 

 

 

 

 

East of US-31 includes: 
 

168th Avenue  Landing Lane 

170th Avenue  Lavinia Street 

Fourth Street  Malta Court 

Fifth Street-east  Mary Avenue 

Bayberry Court  Norfolk Drive 

Beechwood Court  Oak Street 

Beechwood Lane  Peppermill Drive 

Carlson Street  Pine Street 

Cecelia Lane  Rayborn Drive 

Cove Street  Reenders Avenue 

Doric Avenue  Rivervale Court 

Elm Street  Royal Avenue 

Ferry Street  Shoreview Drive 

Gables Court  Short Street 

Grand River Avenue Spahr Road 

Gruenbauer Street  Spring Vale Court 

Harbor Point Drive  Suffolk Drive 

Harbor View Drive  Thornapple Drive 

Hazel Street  Valley City Avenue 

Highland Avenue  VanWagoner Road 

Jordan Lane  Virginia Avenue 

Lake Road  W Spring Lake Road 

Lake Point Drive  Williams Street 

Lakeview Street  Willow Street 

Landing Drive  Woodvale Blvd. 

    

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

   

 

    SPRING TRASH PICK UP 
 

During May, the City will conduct a one-day 

residential trash pick up.   Trash pick up will begin 

around 7AM.  They will pick up trash in bags, 

boxes, or small containers; and a maximum of (2) 

appliances per residence.  They WILL NOT pick 

up:  leaves, tires, brush, yard wastes, and loose 

trash items including loose construction debris. 

 

 

 

     LEAVES 
 

SPRING:  Bagged (paper) leaves may be dropped 

off on the west side of the City Garage building 

located at 410 Fifth Street.  Paper bags are 

available at City Hall located at 17520 Ridge 

Avenue from 8AM – 5PM daily at $.40 each.  

PLASTIC BAGS ARE NOT ALLOWED. 

 

FALL: During the month of November the 

City will conduct a curbside leaf pick up.  Notice 

of your scheduled day will be published in the City 

newsletter, on the City Website, and the Grand 

Haven Tribune. 

 

 

 

      YARD WASTE 
 

GRASS CLIPPINGS:  The City does not accept 

grass clippings. 
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CITY OF FERRYSBURG 
CUSTOMER INFORMATION 

 
CITY COUNCIL 

 

 Mayor     Richard Carlson – November 2025 

 City Council Members   William Montgomery – November 2027 

      Jerry Sias – November 2027 

      Debbie Murdoch – November 2025 

      Bill Cate – November 2025 

      Mike DeWitt – November 2027 

      Jake Stearley – November 2025 

 

Regular meetings are scheduled on the first and third Mondays at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall.   

A meeting agenda is distributed on the Thursday before the meeting. 

 

 

CITY DEPARTMENTS 

 

City Hall, 17520 Ridge Avenue,  P.O. Box 38,  Ferrysburg, MI   49409   

        Phone:  (616) 842-5803        FAX:  (616) 844-0200 

    Office Hours: 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.    Monday - Friday 

   E-Mail: info@ferrysburg.org 

   Website:  www.ferrysburg.org  

 

  City Manager   Craig Bessinger 

  City Clerk   Amber Schaner 

Treasurer   Amber Schaner  

Public Services Supervisor Matt Schindlbeck 

  Assessor   Heather Singleton 

  Building Inspector  George Dood 

 Zoning Admin.               Craig Bessinger  

 Fire Chief   Michael Olthof 

 

 

Department of Public Works,    545 Maple Street, P.O. Box 38 

                                                       Ferrysburg, MI   49409 

         Phone:  (616) 842-5950 

 

 

Sheriff Department,         106 N. Fruitport Road  

                Phone:   (616) 215-1595 

         Office Hours:  8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.     Monday-Friday 

  

               

 

LEGISLATIVE REPRESENTATIVES 

 

State Representative (88th District):  Greg VanWoerkom  (517) 373-3436 

State Senator (31st District):   Roger Victory   (517) 373-6920 

U.S. Representative (3rd District):  Hillary Scholten  (616) 451-8383 

U.S. Senator:       Gary Peters      (313) 226-6020 

U.S. Senator:       Debbie Stabenow  (616) 975-0052 

 

 

mailto:info@ferrysburg.org
http://www.ferrysburg.org/
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CITY SERVICES  

 

 Number of Volunteer Firefighters     18 

 Building Inspection      yes 

 Zoning Administration      yes 

Zoning Ordinance      yes 

 Subdivision Regulations      yes 

Land Use Plan       yes 

Construction Standards for Public Improvements   yes 

 

FREQUENTLY USED PHONE NUMBERS 

 

Schools: Walden Green Montessori    842-4523 

   Lake Hills Elementary School    850-5600 

   Lakeshore Middle School    850-6500 

  White Pines Middle School    850-6300 

   Grand Haven High School    850-6000 

   West Michigan Academy of Arts and Academics 844-9961 

Libraries:  Loutit District Library     842-5560 

   Spring Lake District Library    846-5770 

Electric:  Consumers Power Company    800-477-5050 

   Board of Light and Power    846-6250 

Natural Gas:  Michigan Gas Utilities     800-401-6402 

                              “      Emergency #     800-401-6451 

Telephone:  AT&T Phone/Internet     866-861-6075 Tech Support 800-288-2020 

Cable TV:  Charter       616-607-2377 or 833-267-6094 

   Comcast      800-934-6489  

   AT&T Direct TV     855-607-2319    

Waste Haulers:  Arrow Waste (Wed)     616-748-1955 

   Lake Effect Disposal (Fri)    616-717-0166 

   Republic (Mon)     877-698-7274 

   Solid Waste Solution (SWS)    231-788-4524 

Other:   Ferrysburg Post Office     842-9650   

  Northwest Ottawa Recreation Authority   850-5125 

   Harbor Transit      842-3200 

  Tri-Cities Museum     842-0700 

   Chamber of Commerce     842-4910 

   North Ottawa Community Hospital   842-3600 

   Ottawa Co. Water Resources (water tables)  994-4530 

   Ottawa Co. Hazardous Waste Disposal   393-5645 

 

COMMUNITY PROFILE 

 

 Area (square miles)      3.12 

 2020 Population      2,952 

 2020 Number of Households     1,697 

 Property Taxable Value (2022 SEV)    $293,126,000 

           Residential    $ 256,630,100 or    87.5% 

           Commercial   $  17,191,200 or      5.86% 

           Industrial        $  18,305,300 or      6.24% 

           Others             $       999,400 or       .34% 





OTTAWA SANDS COUNTY PARK VISIONING PLAN22

OVERALL SITE MASTER PLAN

IMPROVED ENTRY DRIVE AND TRAIL CONNECTION

DAY-USE TRAIL HEAD AREA
•	 PARKING FOR 50 VEHICLES   
•	 BOARDWALK OVERLOOK
•	 RESTROOM, +/- 600 SF (LIVING BUILDING)
•	 WAYFINDING, ENVIRONMENTAL, AND HISTORICAL INTERPRETIVE SIGNAGE
•	 DONOR RECOGNITION AREA

RECREATIONAL AREA
•	 MULTI-PURPOSE PAVILION, +/- 6,000 SF (LIVING BUILDING) 
•	 SAND BEACH AND SWIMMING AREA
•	 PARKING FOR 65 VEHICLES
•	 NATURE-BASED PLAY/DISCOVERY AREA
•	 BOATING CENTER WITH CANOE/KAYAK RENTAL
•	 BARRIER-FREE LAUNCH AND WATERCRAFT WASHING STATION

CONSTRUCTED DUNAL WET PRAIRIE & MARSH 
•	 NATURE TRAIL WITH ELEVATED BOARDWALKS AND OBSERVATION DECKS
•	 RESTORED EMERGENT, WET-TO-MESIC AND UPLAND NATIVE LANDSCAPES
•	 INTERPRETIVE SIGNAGE

RIVER PROMENADE AREA
•	 GRAND RIVER AND COASTAL GREENWAY INTERPRETIVE PLAZA
•	 MULTI-PURPOSE PAVILION TO ACCOMMODATE 250 (LIVING BUILDING)
•	 TERRACED RIVER EDGE
•	 COURTESY DOCKS
•	 WATER TAXI ACCESS POINT

GREENWAY CAMPING AREA
•	 TENT PLATFORMS
•	 TREEHOUSE CABINS (LIVING BUILDING)
•	 YURT VILLAGE
•	 OVERLOOK DECKS
•	 RESTROOM SHOWER (LIVING BUILDING)

NON-MOTORIZED WATERCRAFT DOCK AND BARRIER-FREE LAUNCH

PENINSULA GROVE
•	 SHADE STRUCTURE, NATURE TRAIL, AND WETLAND OBSERVATION DECK 

DUNE OVERLOOK TOWER

WELCOME/INFORMATION STATION

UNDERPASS PEDESTRIAN TUNNEL 
•	 CONNECTING NATURE TRAIL SYSTEM TO NORTH OTTAWA DUNES
•	 STAIR ACCESS CONNECTS TO NORTH SHORE PAVED TRAIL
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City of Ferrysburg Community Garden Application Form 

 
The City of Ferrysburg Community Garden is a garden on the City Hall property located at 17290 

Roosevelt Road where residents may reserve space.  Gardeners are limited to one plot. 

Applications are not considered complete unless the applicant reads and agrees to the Rules and 

Regulations. 

 

If you wish to reserve a plot, please fill out this Application Form and return to Ferrysburg City 

Hall before April 25, 2020.   Applications after the deadline will be accepted based on availability. 

 

Name ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Email Address_________________________________________________________________ 

 

[  ] Check if you allow your name and email address to be shared by the City to other gardeners.  

 

Two (2) different size plots are available.  Indicate which size plot you prefer.   

 

[  ] 4’ x 8’ by 12 inches high   [  ] 4’ diameter ring by 18 inches high 

 

I have read and understand the Rules and Regulations for the Community Garden at Ferrysburg 

City Hall and I agree to abide by them. I understand that failure to abide by the Rules & Regulations 

may result in the immediate revocation of the use of the Community Garden and forfeit of any 

plants growing. 

 

 

Signed _____________________________________Date_________________ 

 

Return to: 

 City of Ferrysburg 

 17290 Roosevelt Road 

 P.O. Box 38 

 Ferrysburg, MI  49409-0038 

 



 

 

 

 

 

City of Ferrysburg Community Garden 

Rules & Regulations 

 
These Rules & Regulations will help ensure that everyone using the garden will have a productive 

and enjoyable experience.  Applications will be available at Ferrysburg City Hall and on the City 

website: www.ferrysburg.org. 

 

So long as there is sufficient gardening space within the City to ensure that all residents desiring 

to garden may have a plot, gardeners from the previous season have the first choice of plots for 

the following year. Numbered plots may not be located in the exact same place as the previous 

year. Each household may not have more than one plot unless there are surplus plots available. 

 

General Requirements 

 

1. Gardeners must follow all local, state and federal laws.  Gardeners agree to hold the City of 

Ferrysburg harmless for any and all liability that may be incurred by themselves or third parties as 

a result of the use of the premises. The gardener accepts the risk of loss. 

 

2. Failure to comply with these Rules & Regulations may result in the loss of gardening privileges, 

including loss of the assigned plot. 

 

3. The garden area is open seven days a week. 

 

4. Garden plots are temporary fixtures. The City of Ferrysburg reserves the right to relocate or 

remove the garden or any plots at the end of the season. 

 

5. No pets are allowed in the Garden.   

 

6. Gardeners will park in designated parking areas and not drive vehicles into the garden.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over > 

 

http://www.ferrysburg.org/


City of Ferrysburg Community Garden  

Rules, Regulations & 

Gardening Requirements 

 

1. No materials of any type shall be applied in a manner that affects adjacent garden areas.  

 

2. By June 1, if a reserved plot does not show clear evidence of active gardening, the plot may be 

reassigned. Abandoned plots will be reassigned and treated as necessary. 

 

3. By Columbus Day, each gardener must clear all corner stakes, fencing, trellises, string and all 

inorganic material. Any vines or large plants shall be chopped so a cover crop can be planted. 

 

4. No motorized equipment shall be used in the garden before 9:00 a.m. on any day, except 10:00 

a.m. on Sundays. Amplified sound is not permitted. 

 

5. No planting of invasive, illegal or poisonous plants. Mint plants should be planted in pots so to 

avoid taking over. 

 

6. No permanent fixtures may be installed in a plot. Temporary seasonal fences may be installed. 

Fences shall be installed in a manner that will not trap birds or insects; for instance, fencing will 

not be doubled over. Fencing material shall be black, earth tone or natural color to reduce visibility. 

Supports used by gardeners for fencing or vegetation will be traditional cages, stakes, strings and 

ties. Installed supports may not exceed 60 inches in height. Stakes must be green painted metal or 

made of wood or wood type products in a natural or earth-tone color. 

 

7. Any mulching material must be either biodegradable or removable black or green material. If it 

is not biodegradable, the material must be removed in its entirety by the end of the season. 

 

8. Gardeners must bring all tools and gardening supplies. Each gardener is responsible for keeping 

the aisle and area surrounding their plot free and clean of weeds, trash, and tools. 

 

9. Gardeners shall securely close the gate when leaving the garden. 

 

10. Water will be provided via a Garden Hose. Gardeners may store a maximum of two hand 

carried white, black, green or brown water buckets on their plot. All water collection/storage 

containers must be capped when containing water to prevent increasing the mosquito population. 

 

11. Any debris and trash, other than compost materials, will be carried out at the end of the day.  

Personal items, other than gardening hand tools and water buckets to be stored on the plot, will be 

removed at the end of the day. 

 

12. Place all weed, plant residue in designated compost area. 

 

13. Place all trash and litter in designated waste container. 





 
 
 

WHEN YOU DIAL 911…WILL WE FIND YOU? 
Ferrysburg Fire Department is promoting address awareness. In many instances, the address on your house is difficult for 

Emergency personnel to read, especially at night. To improve the visibility of your address, we are offering the new reflective signs. 

Each sign is  

• Top quality, highly reflective background, and numbers 

• Rust and weatherproof heavy gauge aluminum 

• Customized with YOUR address 

 

To see an example sign, stop by City Hall at 17520 Ridge Ave, 616-842-5803. 

For ordering information, see reverse side. 

 

   



 
 

Name: ______________________________  Pricing as follows:  Quantity    

Address: _____________________________ Sign:  $20.00  ________ 

City: ________________________________  Installation: $5.00  ________ 

Phone: ______________________________ Total  $  ________    

Numbers for Sign: _____________________ (Installation free for seniors 65 years and older) 

  

Signs can be placed either horizontal or vertical        

Please indicate your preference: 

___ Horizontal  ___Vertical ___ No preference ___ Numbers on both sides  

 

Please make your check payable to “Ferrysburg Fire Department”. 

And drop off in designated drop box at the Ferrysburg City Hall, 17520 Ridge Ave 

Or Mail to: Ferrysburg Fire Department 

  P.O. Box 38 

  Ferrysburg, MI 49409-0038 

We will contact you when your sign is ready to be picked up or installed. 

 



10/23/2024 City of Ferrysburg 

Commercial Listing

Company Mail Name Phone # Service Address Mail Address Mail City State Mail Zip

3 D & G Properties Dave Engel 616-847-2380 17796 North Shore Rd 17796 North Shore Rd Spring Lake MI 49456

A La Mode Blair Kunkel 616-842-6970 307 Oak St. 7417 Pine Bluff Drive Spring Lake MI 49456

A Lasting Impression David Hegedus 616-847-2380 17796 North Shore Rd 17796 North Shore Rd Spring Lake MI 49456

AAC Credit Union Emily Spaniola 616-842-3147 ext. 4010 17228 Van Wagoner Road 17228 Van Wagoner Road Spring Lake MI 49456

Affordable Moving & Storage Rob Masco 616-847-2780 17796 North Shore Rd 17796 North Shore Rd Spring Lake MI 49456

AWT Enterprises LLC Jim Twa 616-842-1030 300 Elm Street P.O. Box 358 Ferrysburg MI 49409

Basketball Basics, LLC Jim McGannon 616-402-1600 17520 Ridge Avenue 18643 N. Fruitport Road Spring Lake MI 49456

Bilz Plumbing & Mechanical Dan Downs 616-842-1336 235 Second Street P.O. Box 320 Ferrysburg MI 49409

Blarney Castle Oil Company D. Birchmeier 231-864-3111 123 Pine Street P.O. Box 246 Bear Lake MI 49614

Bridge to Life Ministries Don Smith 616-846-1051 17194 Van Wagoner Road P.O. Box 5024 Muskegon MI 49445

Budget Blinds Raymond Stratton Denner 214 Fourth Street Ste C 214 Fourth Street Ste C Spring Lake MI 49456

Channel Side Storage Todd Kamps 231-225-4531 305 Second Street 17472 West Spring Lake Road Spring Lake MI 49456

Comfort Keepers Tina Butler 616-425-8667 18000 Cove Street Suite #20318000 Cove Street Suite #203 Spring Lake MI 49456

Crossroads Christian Coaching Inc. Eric Dicenso 616-850-0711 17446 B Dunewood Court 17446 B Dunewood Court Spring Lake MI 49456

Destination Point Joseph Petro 616-296-2243 17202 Van Wagoner Road 15751 Vineyard Drive Spring Lake MI 49456

Dockside EZ Mart Pam Bulson 616-842-2420, 123 Pine Street P.O. Box 357 Ferrysburg MI 49409

Eclectic Hair Nancy Simpson 616-847-6970 17437 W. Spring Lake Rd 17437 W. Spring Lake Rd Spring Lake MI 49456

Education Station Todd Wedyke 269-795-9055 17520 Ridge Avenue 420 Misty Ridge Avenue Middeville MI 49333

Edward D Jones & Co. LP Maggie Doornewerd 616-844-2699 17188 Van Wagoner Road 12555 Manchester Road Saint Louis MO 63131

EQI 17863 170th Suite 201 17863 170th Suite 201 Spring Lake MI 49456

Eye Care One Tim Westra 616-846-0620 401 Pine Street 105 W. Exchange Street Spring Lake MI 49456

Ferrysburg Wash Center Joe Chatel 616-881-6343 17629 174th Avenue P.O. Box 2046 Grand Rapids MI 49501

Fifth/Third Bank Denise Hudson 616-847-2331 100 Third Street P.O. Box 183 Ferrysburg MI 49409

Fifth Street Holdings Eric Rohrbough 231-769-2442 408 Fifth Street P.O. Box 45 Grand Haven MI 49417

Fireplace & Stone Creation Gary Davis 616-844-6727 521 Oak Street 521 Oak Street Spring Lake MI 49456

Four Crows Creative Studio Todd Johnson 616-607-8491 17796 North Shore Dr 17796 North Shore Dr Spring Lake MI 49456

Fox Woodwork Adam Fox 214 E. 4th Street, Ste E 214 E. 4th Street, Ste E Spring Lake MI 49456

Gale Builders Jeff Gale 616-846-4330 301 Second Street P.O. Box 412 Ferrysburg MI 49409

Goodwill Donation Center Rick Snellenberger 231-722-7871 17687 174th Avenue 17687 174th Avenue Spring Lake MI 49456

Great Lakes Financial Group Taggert Kelly 616-366-3263 17218 Van Wagoner Road 17218 Van Wagoner Road Spring Lake MI 49456

Greek Tony's Pizza Jeff DeWitt 616-844-1111 17621 174th Avenue 17621 174th Avenue Spring Lake MI 49456

Inside Out Massage & Wellness Center Wendy Markgraf 231-730-3303 17214 Van Wagoner Road 17214 Van Wagoner Road Spring Lake MI 49456

J & M Marina LLC (Keenan Marina) Rob Lott 616-846-3830 526 Pine Street 526 Pine Street Spring Lake MI 49456

Joseph's Hair Salon Joseph Selb 616-846-9520 17689 174th Avenue 17689 174th Avenue Spring Lake MI 49456

KMT Properties Kimberly Taylor 616-847-4327 17188-B Van Wagoner Rd 17188-B Van Wagoner Rd Spring Lake MI 49456

Lee's Auto Repair Lee DeWitt 616-847-9401 342 Carmen Drive P.O. Box 342 Ferrysburg MI 49409

Leppinks Don Ferguson 616-842-7020 17717 174th Avenue 17717 174th Avenue Spring Lake MI 49456

McKellips & Sons, Inc. Steve McKellips 616-842-2160 200 Fifth Street P.O. Box 66 Ferrysburg MI 49409

Mike Walker Electrical Mike Walker 616-844-7407 16901 Carlson 17555 Mary Spring Lake MI 49456

NCL Ford Properties Casey Ford 800-962-3119 540 Oak Street 540 Oak Street Spring Lake MI 49456

Nielsen & Associates Roger Nielsen 616-842-7584 420 Carmen Drive 420 Carmen Drive Spring Lake MI 49456

Optics One Laboratories Tim Westra 616-846-0620 401 Pine Street 105 W. Exchange Street Spring Lake MI 49456

Pampered Pets Adriana Sanchez 231-769-3819 522 Oak Street 1028 Woodcrest St. Muskegon MI 49442
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Pine Street Café Jaime Knudsen 616-847-6080 401 Pine Street P.O. Box 96 Ferrysburg MI 49409

Pro Travel Jill Kisman 231-733-8359 17220/22 Van Wagoner Road17220 Van Wagoner Road Spring Lake MI 49456

Pulver Chiropractic Levi Pulver DC  PLLC 616-834-3330 17204 Van Wagoner Road 17204 Van Wagoner Road Spring Lake MI 49456

Quality Tech West Kiera Shaffer 616-844-7696 500 Elm Street 500 Elm Street Spring Lake MI 49456

Reef Party Store Jon & Lori Sanders 616-296-2040 17176 West Spring Lake Road3266 Bluff Creek Drive Hamilton MI 49419

Reenders Inc 616-842-2425 391 Carmen Drive 950 Taylor Avenue Grand Haven MI 49417

S & D Enterprises, Inc. Steve Dekkenga 616-847-8388 432 Carmen Drive 432 Carmen Drive Spring Lake MI 49456

Shoreline Sport & Spine Laurie Poppen 616-847-1280 18000 Cove Street Suite 202 18000 Cove Street Suite 202 Spring Lake MI 49456

Spotlight Dance Academy Traci O'Neal 616-402-1714 115 Third Street 115 Third Street Spring Lake MI 49456

St. Mary's Cement Dave West 616-846-8553 555 W. Second Street 555 W. Second Street Spring Lake MI 49456

TOV Community Church Dan Turner 616-550-2498 17685 174th Ave 13736 144th Ave Grand Haven MI 49417

Tri Cities Heating/Cooling Inc. Mike DeWitt 616-844-1987 16920 Van Wagoner Rd 16920 Van Wagoner Rd Spring Lake MI 49456

Tri City Oil Co., Inc. Carl Erickson 616-842-8650 523 Pine Street P.O. Box 65 Ferrysburg MI 49409

Tri City Oil Co., Inc. (Office) Mary Erickson 616-846-1740 495 Oak Street P.O. Box 65 Ferrysburg MI 49409

Trillium Banquet Center Randy 616-842-8260 17246 Van Wagoner Rd 17246 Van Wagoner Rd Spring Lake MI 49456

U S Retail Vickie 231-780-2541 ext. 2006 18000 Cove Street #201 18000 Cove Street #201 Spring Lake MI 49456

West Michigan Towable Solutions Dan LaClair 616-296-9290 441 Carmen Drive 1304 Pennoyer Grand Haven MI 49417

West Shore Music Academy Lindsay Ye 616-240-2209 17200 Van Wagoner Road 17200 Van Wagoner Road Spring Lake MI 49456

West Shore Veterinary Clinic Dr. Heidi Heckler 616-296-2364 17681 174th Avenue 17681 174th Avenue Spring Lake MI 49456

Westend Pilates LLC Faith Wood 616-638-2195 17210 Van Wagoner Road 15701 Buchanan West Olive MI 49460

Wylie Electric Motor Service Bob Wylie 616-846-6131 331 Carmen Drive P.O. Box 127 Ferrysburg MI 49409
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